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[4310-31] 

Title  30 — Mineral  Resources 

CHAPTER  II— GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY 

PART  270— GEOTHERMAL  RE- 
SOURCES  OPERATIONS  ON 
PUBLIC,  ACQUIRED,  AND  WITH- 
DRAWN  LANDS 

Simplication  of  Procedural  Require¬ 
ments  for  Approval  To  Conduct 
Subsequent  Well  Operations,  Ex¬ 
ploration  Operations,  Casual  Use 
Activities,  and  the  Construction  or 
Alteration  of  Certain  Production 
Facilities  on  Lands  Leased  for  Geo¬ 
thermal  Resources 

AGENCY:  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  In¬ 
terior. 

ACTION:  Pinal  rule. 

SUMMARY:  This  final  rulemaking  re¬ 
vises  the  geothermal  operating  regula¬ 
tions  by  simplifying  the  procedural  re¬ 
quirements  imposed  on  Federal  geo¬ 
thermal  lessees  in  obtaining  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Geological  Survey  for 
subsequent  well  operations,  explora¬ 
tion  operations,  casual  use  activities, 
and  the  construction  or  alteration  of 
certain  production  facilities  on  their 
leases. 

EFFECTIVE  DATE:  March  31, 1978. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

Mr.  Eddie  R.  Wyatt,  Conservation 
Division,  U.S.  Geological  Survey, 
Mail  Stop  620,  12201  Stmrise  Valley 
Drive,  Reston,  Va.  22092,  703-860- 
7535. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
The  primary  author  of  the  final  re¬ 
vised  regulations  is  Mr.  Billy  J. 
Shoger,  Petroleum  Engineer,  U.S. 
Geological  Survey,  phone  703-860- 
7535. 

The  revisions  in  the  regulations  are 
made  pursuant  to  the  authority  vested 
in  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  by  the 
Geothermal  Steam  Act  of  December 
24,  1970  (84  Stat.  1566). 

The  present  geothermal  operating 
regulations  (Title  30  CFR  Part  270) 
impose  more  stringent  requirements 
on  geothermal  lessees  in  obtaining  ap¬ 
proval  to  conduct  exploration  oper¬ 
ations  or  casual  use  activities  on  their 
leases  than  are  imposed  by  the  leasing 
regulations  (Title  43  CFR  Group  3200) 
on  non-lessees  in  obtaining  approval  to 
conduct  similar  operations  or  activities 
on  leased  and  unleased  lands,  the  re¬ 
vised  regulations  will  eliminate  this  in¬ 
equitable  situation.  Also,  approval  of 
subsequent  well  operations  and  the 
construction  or  alteration  of  certain 
production  facilities  will  no  longer  re¬ 


quire  the  submittal  of  a  detailed  plan 
of  operation  unless  the  Supervisor’s 
review  of  the  simdry  notice  or  other 
appropriate  permit  application  filed  in 
that  regard  indicates  that  a  new  or 
supplemental  plan  should  be  required 
because  the  operational  site  is  not 
within  an  approved  surface  use  area  or 
otherwise  would  entail  additional  sur¬ 
face  disturbance. 

The  changes  which  have  been  made 
in  the  permitting  requirements  of  the 
operating  regulations  are  expected  to 
improve  the  efficiency  of  the  Geologi¬ 
cal  Survey  in  its  consideration  of  ex¬ 
ploration  operations,  subsequent  well 
operations,  casual  use  activities,  and 
the  construction  or  alteration  of  cer¬ 
tain  production  facilities  which  are 
proposed  by  lessees.  It  is  believed  that 
these  improvements  will  not  result  in 
any  decrease  in  the  capability  of  con¬ 
cerned  agencies  to  assure  that  these 
types  of  operations  and  activities  are 
conducted  with  due  regard  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  environment. 

Comments  concerning  the  proposed 
revision  of  the  regulations,  as  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Federal  Register  of  Sep¬ 
tember  27,  1977  (Vol.  42,  No.  187,  pp. 
49482-49494),  were  received  from  the 
following: 

Atlantic  Richfield  Co. 

Chevron  Resources  Co. 

Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 
U.S.  Geological  Survey 
Department  of  the  Navy 
Phillips  Petroleum  Company 
Shell  Oil  Company 
Southern  California  Edison  Co. 

State  of  New  Mexico 

Union  Oil  Company  of  California 

A  summary  of  the  substantive  com¬ 
ments  received  is  as  follows: 

Comment  One  commentor  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  definition  of  “ex¬ 
ploratory  operations”  be  modified  so 
as  to  clarify  that  shallow  temperature 
gradient  wells  may  be  cored  during  the 
course  of  approved  drilling  operations. 

Rationale.  It  is  agreed  that  this 
clarification  is  necessary,  and  appro¬ 
priate  modifications  in  t,hat  regard 
have  been  made  in  §  270.2(p). 

Comment  One  commentor  suggest¬ 
ed  that  the  definition  of  “casual  use 
activities”  be  restructured  to  provide 
for  greater  specificity  as  to  permissible 
activities  included  by  this  definition  as 
well  as  clarifying  the  circumstances 
under  which  these  activities  would  be 
permitted. 

Rationale.  The  suggestion  was  con¬ 
sidered  and  rejected  because  it  is  felt 
that  this  definition  should  remain  gen¬ 
eral  in  nature  rather  than  specific  to 
the  point  of  excluding  certain  activi¬ 
ties  which  the  Supervisor  might  other¬ 
wise  determine  to  be  casual  use.  Thus, 
only  one  minor,  unrelated  language 
modification  has  been  made  in 
§  270.2(q). 

Comment  One  commentor  request¬ 
ed  that  a  definition  be  added  for  “op¬ 


erations”  in  §270.2  which  would  spe¬ 
cifically  exclude  “casual  use  activities” 
and  “exploratory  operations.”  It  was 
felt  that  this  addition  would  eliminate 
any  possible  confusion  as  to  when  a 
“plan  of  operation”  would  be  required 
pursuant  to  §  270.34. 

Rationale.  It  is  agreed  that  §  270.34, 
as  proposed,  might  result  in  confusion 
as  to  when  a  “plan  of  operation”  is  re¬ 
quired  and  appropriate  modifications 
have  been  made  in  that  regard.  It  is 
believed  that  the  insertion  of  this 
clarification  language  eliminates  the 
need  for  a  separate  definition  of  “op¬ 
erations”  as  suggested. 

Comment  One  commentor  recom¬ 
mended  that  a  “plan  of  operation”  not 
be  required  for  certain  facility  con¬ 
struction  or  the  alteration  of  an  exist¬ 
ing  facility  when  such  activities  would 
be  conducted  on  a  previously  approved 
surface  site  and  no  further  surface  dis¬ 
turbance  would  be  involved. 

Rationale.  It  is  agreed  that  a  new 
plan  of  operation  should  not  be  re¬ 
quired  for  the  construction  of  new  fa¬ 
cilities  or  the  alteration  of  existing  fa¬ 
cilities  provided  that  (1)  the  facilities 
in  question  are  those  which  are  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  production  of  geothermal  re¬ 
sources  and  not  to  the  utilization 
thereof;  (2)  the  site  at  which  such  con¬ 
struction  or  alteration  would  occur  is 
within  a  surface  area  designated  for 
that  purpose  in  a  plan  of  operation 
previously  approved  by  the  Supervisor 
and  the  appropriate  surface  manage¬ 
ment  agency;  and  (3)  no  additional 
surface  disturbance  is  involved.  Appro¬ 
priate  modifications  to  eliminate  the 
need  for  a  new  plan  of  operations  in 
these  circumstances  have  been  insert¬ 
ed  in  §S  270.34  and  270.35. 

Comment  One  commentor  ex¬ 
pressed  the  opinion  that  surface  man¬ 
agement  agencies  should  approve  no¬ 
tices  and  permit  applications  for  sub¬ 
sequent  well  operations  and  explora¬ 
tion  operations  because  these  oper¬ 
ations  might  adversely  affect  the  pro¬ 
grams  of  surface  management  agen¬ 
cies. 

Rationale.  The  present  geothermal 
operating  regulations  impose  more 
stringent  requirements  on  lessees  in 
obtaining  approval  for  certain  oper¬ 
ations  and  activities  on  their  leases 
than  are  imposed  by  the  leasing  regu¬ 
lations  on  non-lessees  in  obtaining  ap¬ 
proval  to  conduct  similar  operations  or 
activities  on  leased  and  unleased  lands. 
To  require  the  suggested  approval  by 
the  appropriate  surface  management 
agency  would  defeat  the  primary  pur¬ 
poses  of  these  revisions  which  are  to 
reduce  the  permitting  requirements 
imposed  on  lessees  and  to  achieve  com¬ 
patibility  with  the  requirements  im¬ 
posed  on  non-lessees  in  similar  circum¬ 
stances.  However,  the  revised  regula¬ 
tions  do  require  that  a  lessee  obtain 
the  joint  approval  of  the  Supervisor 
and  the  appropriate  land  management 


FEDERAL  REGISTER,  VOL  43,  NO.  63— FRIDAY,  MARCH  31,  1978 


RULES  AND  REGULATIOfIS 


13833 


agency  for  a  new  or  supplemental  plan 
of  operation  when  the  Supervisor’s 
review  of  a  proposed  subsequent  well 
operation,  the  construction  of  a  new 
production  facility,  or  the  alteration 
of  an  existing  production  facility  leads 
to  a  determination  that  a  new  plan  of 
operation  should  be  required  because 
the  surface  site  was  not  designated  in 
a  previously  approved  plan  of  oper¬ 
ation  or  additional  surface  is  involved. 

Comment  'The  commentor  who  sug¬ 
gested  that  lessees  not  be  required,  in 
every  instance,  to  submit  a  new  plan 
of  operation  for  approval  to  construct 
new  facilities  or  to  alter  an  existing  fa¬ 
cility.  also  noted  that  if  this  sugges¬ 
tion  were  adopted,  it  would  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  modify  §  270.35.  The  modifica¬ 
tion  suggested  would  provide  the  pro¬ 
cedures  whereby  the  Supervisor  would 
consider  each  such  application  individ¬ 
ually  to  determine  whether  the  pro¬ 
posed  construction  or  alteration  activ¬ 
ity  should  be  permitted  on  the  basis  of 
the  application  or  that  a  new  plan  of 
operation  should  be  required  before  a 
final  decision  is  made. 

Rationale.  As  it  has  been  decided  to 
permit  these  activities  by  approval  of 
an  appropriate  application  subject  to 
the  constraints  previously  enumer¬ 
ated.  §270.35  has  been  appropriately 
modified. 

Comment  One  commentor  suggest¬ 
ed  that  clarification  be  inserted  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  possible  misunderstanding  that 
a  non-lessee  must  obtain  the  approval 
of  the  Supervisor  before  conducting 
exploration  operations  on  lands  leased 
to  another  party. 

Rationale.  It  is  agreed  that  clarifica¬ 
tion  is  needed  since  non-lessees  must 
obtain  the  approval  of  the  concerned 
surface  management  agency  and  not 
the  Supervisor  prior  to  conducting  ex¬ 
ploration  operations.  This  clarification 
has  been  accomplished  by  adding  “by 
the  lessee”  after  "must  be  obtained”  in 
§  270.78(a). 

Comment  One  commentor  recom¬ 
mended  that  a  provision  similar  to 
that  contained  in  Title  43  CFR  3209.1- 
2  be  included  whereby  applications  for 
a  permit  to  conduct  exploration  oper¬ 
ations  would  be  approved  or  disap¬ 
proved  within  30  days  following  the 
date  on  which  the  application  for  a 
permit  is  filed  with  the  Supervisor. 

Rationale.  It  is  agreed  that  some  as¬ 
surance  should  be  provided  that 
prompt  consideration  will  be  given  to 
notices  of  intent  to  conduct  explora¬ 
tion  operations.. In  that  regard,  a  new 
paragraph  (d)  has  been  added  to 
§  270.78  which  requires  the  Supervisor, 
within  30  days  after  the  filing  of  an 
acceptable  notice  of  intent,  to  either 
approve  the  notice  or  to  advise  the 
lessee,  in  writing,  of  the  reasons  for 
the  delay. 

As  revised.  Title  30  CFR  Part  270  is 
modified  as  follows: 


§  270.2  Definitions. 

1.  By  the  addition  of  paragraphs  (p) 
and  (q)  to  §  270.2,  to  read: 

•  •  •  *  * 

(p)  “Exploration  operations”  means 
any  activities,  relating  to  the  search 
for  evidence  of  geothermal  resources, 
which  require  physical  presence  upon 
the  leased  lands  and  which  may  result 
in  damage  to  the  leased  lands  or  the 
resources  contained  within.  It  in¬ 
cludes,  but  is  not  limited  to,  geophysi¬ 
cal  operations,  drilling  and  coring  of 
shallow  temperature  gradient  wells, 
construction  of  roads  and  trails,  and 
cross-country  transit  by  vehicle.  It 
does  not  include  casual  use  activities 
associated  with  geothermal  resources 
exploration.  In  addition,  it  does  not  in¬ 
clude  core  drilling  to  obtain  subsiu*- 
face  geologic  information,  except  in 
conjunction  with  the  drilling  of  shal¬ 
low  temperature  gradient  wells,  nor 
does  it  include  the  drilling  for.  the 
testing  of,  or  the  production  of  geo¬ 
thermal  resources.  However,  these 
limitations  do  not  preclude  the  drilling 
of  holes  necessary  for  the  emplace¬ 
ment  of  explosive  charges  for  certain 
geophysical  operations  nor  do  they 
affect  the  exclusive  right  of  a  lessee  to 
drill  for,  test,  or  produce  the  geother¬ 
mal  resources  on  lands  subject  to  his 
lease. 

(q)  “Casual  use”  means  those  activi¬ 
ties  related  to  exploration  operations 
which  are  limited  to  those  practices 
that  ordinarily  do  not  involve  any  ap¬ 
preciable  disturbance  or  damage  to 
the  leased  lands,  its  resources,  or  im¬ 
provements  thereon.  For  example,  ac¬ 
tivities  which  do  not  involve  the  use  of 
heavy  equipment  or  explosives  or 
which  do  not  involve  vehicular  move¬ 
ment  except  over  established  roads 
and  trails  will  be  considered  as  casual 
use  activities. 

2.  By  revising  §  270.11  to  read: 

§  270.11  General  functions. 

The  Supervisor  is  authorized  and  di¬ 
rected  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
this  part.  The  Supervisor  will  require 
compliance  wit  h  the  terms  of  geother¬ 
mal  leases,  with  the  regulations  in  this 
part,  the  applicable  regulations  in  43 
CFR  Group  3200,  and  with  the  appli¬ 
cable  statutes.  The  Supervisor  shall 
act  on  all  applications,  requests,  and 
notices  required  in  this  part.  In  ex¬ 
ecuting  the  functions  under  this  part, 
the  Supervisor  shall  ensure  that  all 
operations,  within  the  area  of  oper¬ 
ations,  conform  to  the  best  practice; 
are  conducted  in  such  manner  as  to 
protect  the  deposits  of  the  leased 
lands;  result  in  the  maximiun  ultimate 
recovery  of  geothermal  resources,  with 
minimum  waste;  and  are  consistent 
with  the  principles  of  the  use  of  the 
land  for  other  purposes  and  for  the 
protection  of  the  environment.  As  con¬ 


ditions  in  one  area  may  vary  widely 
from  conditions  in  another  area,  the 
regulations  in  this  part  are  intended  to 
be  general  in  nature.  Detailed  proce¬ 
dures  for  Implementing  the  regula¬ 
tions  in  this  part  or  specific  require¬ 
ments  in  any  particular  area  will  be 
covered  by  ORO  orders.  The  require¬ 
ments  to  be  set  forth  in  GRO  orders 
relating  to  simface  resources  or  uses 
will  be  coordinated  with  the  appropri¬ 
ate  land  management  agency.  Ilie  Su¬ 
pervisor  may  issue  oral  orders  to 
govern  lease  operations,  but  such 
orders  shall  be  confirmed  in  writing  by 
the  Supervisor  as  promptly  as  possi¬ 
ble.  The  Supervisor  may  issue  other 
orders  and  rules  to  govern  the  devel¬ 
opment  and  method  for  production  of 
a  deposit,  field,  or  area.  Prior  to  the  is¬ 
suance  of  GRO  orders  and  other 
orders  and  rules  and  the  approval  of 
any  plan  of  operation,  the  Supervisor 
shall  consult  with  and  receive  com¬ 
ments  from  appropriate  Federal  and 
State  agencies,  lessees,  operators,  and 
other  interested  parties.  Before  per¬ 
mitting  operations  on  the  leased  land, 
the  Supervisor  shall  determine  if  the 
lease  is  in  good  standing  and  whether 
the  lessee  is  authorized  to  conduct  op¬ 
erations;  has  filed  an  acceptable  bond; 
and  has.  when  required  by  the  regula¬ 
tions  in  this  part,  an  approved  plan  of 
operation,  notice  of  intent,  sundry 
notice,  or  other  appropriate  permit  ap¬ 
plication. 

3.  By  revising  §  270.34  to  read: 

§  270.34  Plan  of  operation. 

Except  as  otherwise  provided  in 
these  regulations,  a  lessee,  prior  to 
commencing  operations  on  the  leased 
lands  or  on  lands  subject  to  an  ap¬ 
proved  unit  or  cooperative  agreement, 
shall  obtain  the  joint  approval  of  a 
plan  of  operation  by  the  Supervisor 
and  the  authorized  representative  of 
the  appropriate  land  management 
agency.  A  plan  of  operation  is  not  re¬ 
quired  for:  (1)  Subsequent  well  oper¬ 
ations,  the  construction  of  new  pro¬ 
duction  facilities,  or  the  alteration  of 
existing  production  facilities  which 
are  approved  pursuant  to  30  CFR 
270.35,  unless  specifically  required  by 
the  Supervisor;  (2)  exploration  oper¬ 
ations,  as  defined  by  30  CFR  270.2(p); 
or  (3)  casual  use  activities,  as  defined 
by  30  CFR  270.2(q).  However,  unless  a 
previously  approved  plan  included  a 
specific  authorization  for  subsequent 
‘well  operations,  construction  of  new 
production  facilities,  alteration  of  ex¬ 
isting  production  facilities,  or  explora¬ 
tion  operations,  the  lessee  may  not 
conduct  such  operations  or  activities 
without  the  Supervisor’s  prior  approv¬ 
al.  Before  commencing  a  subsequent 
well  operation,  the  construction  of  a 
new  production  facility,  or  the  alter¬ 
ation  of  an  existing  production  facili¬ 
ty,  the  lessee  must,  as  a  minimum, 
obtain  the  Supervisor’s  approval  of  a 
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permit  pursuant  to  30  CFR  270.71  or 
of  a  sundry  notice  pursuant  to  30  CFR 
270.72.  whichever  is  appropriate. 
Before  commencing  exploration  oper¬ 
ations.  the  lessee  must  obtain  the  Su¬ 
pervisor’s  i4>proval  of  a  notice  of 
intent  pursuant  to  30  CFR  270.78. 
When  a  plan  of  operation  is  required 
by  the  regulations  in  this  part,  it  shall 
be  filed,  in  triplicate,  with  the  Supervi¬ 
sor  and  shall  include: 

(a)  The  proposed  location  of  each 
well,  including  a  layout  showing  the 
position  of  the  mud  tanks,  reserve  pits, 
cooling  towers,  pipe  racks,  and  other 
surface  facilities; 

(b)  Existing  and  planned  access  and 
lateral  roads; 

(c)  Ixxaition  and  source  of  autho- 
‘  rized  water  supply  and  road  building 
<  material; 

!  (d)  Location  of  camp  sites,  airstrips, 

and  other  support  facilities; 

I  •  (e)  Other  areas  of  potential  surface 
disturbance; 

(f)  The  topographic  features  of  the 
land  and  the  draiiiage  patterns; 

(g)  Methods  for  disposing  of  waste 
material; 

(h)  A  narrative  statement  describing 
the  proposed  measures  to  be  taken  in 
conducting  the  proposed  operation  for 
the  protection  of  the  environment,  in¬ 
cluding,  but  not  limited  to,  the  preven¬ 
tion  or  control  of  (1)  fires,  (2)  soil  ero¬ 
sion.  (3)  pollution  of  the  surface  and 
ground  water,  (4)  damage  to  fish  and 
wildlife  or  other  natural  resotirces,  (5) 
air  and  noise  pollution,  and  (6)  haz¬ 
ards  to  public  health  and  safety; 

(i)  All  pertinent  information  or  data 
which  the  Supervisor  may  require  for 
proper  and  timely  consideration  of  the 
plan  of  operation  for  the  exploration, 
development,  or  utilization  of  geother¬ 
mal  resources  and  the  protection  of 
the  environment; 

(J)  Provisions  for  monitoring  to 
ensure  that  operations  under  the  plan 
are  conducted  in  compliance  with  the 
applicable  regulations  and  GRO 
orders;  and 

(k)  A  requirement  for  the  collection 
of  data  concerning  the  existing  air  and 
water  quality,  noise,  seismic  and  land 
subsidence  activities,  and  ecological 
system  of  the  leased  lands  covering  a 
period  of  at  least  1  year  prior  to  the 
submission  of  a  plan  for  production. 
The  information  required  for  para¬ 
graphs  (a)  through  (f)  of  this  section 
may  be  shown  on  a  map  or  maps  avail¬ 
able  from  State  or  Federal  sources,  pro¬ 
vided  that  the  scale  of  such  map(s)  is 
acceptable  to  the  Supervisor. 

4.  By  revising  §  270.35  to  read: 

§270.35  Subsequent  well  operations,  con¬ 
struction  of  new  production  facilities, 
and  alteration  of  existing  production 
facilities. 


After  completion  of  all  operations 
authorized  under  any  previously  ap¬ 
proved  notice,  permit,  or  plan,  the 
lessee  shall  not  begin  a  subsequent 
well  operation,  the  construction  of  a 
new  production  facility,  or  the  alter¬ 
ation  of  an  existing  production  facility 
until  the  Supervisor  has.  as  a  mini¬ 
mum,  approved  the  proposed  oper¬ 
ation  as  described  by  the  lessee  in  a 
sundry  notice  or  other  appropriate 
permit  application.  Subsequent  well 
operations  that  may  be  approved  with¬ 
out  a  new  or  supplemental  plan  of  op¬ 
eration  include  those  operations  to  re¬ 
drill,  repair,  deepen,  plug  back,  shoot, 
or  plug  and  abandon  any  well;  make 
casing  tests,  alter  the  casing  or  liner, 
stimulate  production,  or  change  the 
method  of  recovering  production;  or 
convert  any  formation  or  well  for 
brine  or  fluid  injection  and  which  can 
be  conducted  without  additional  sur¬ 
face  disturbance.  The  construction  of 
a  new  production  facility  or  the  alter¬ 
ation  of  an  existing  production  facili¬ 
ty,  which  may  be  approved  without  a 
new  or  supplemental  plan  of  oper¬ 
ation.  includes  those  where  (i)  the  fa¬ 
cility  involved  is  related  to  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  geothermal  resources  and  not 
to  the  utilization  thereof;  (ii)  the  site 
of  the  proposed  construction  or  alter¬ 
ation  actiWty  is  within  a  surface  use 
area  designated  for  that  purpose  in  a 
plan  of  operation  previously  approved 
by  the  Supervisor  and  the  appropriate 
land  management  agency;  and  (iii)  the 
construction  or  alteration  can  be  per¬ 
formed  without  additional  surface  dis¬ 
turbance.  When  required  by  the  Su¬ 
pervisor,  pursuant  to  the  regulations 
in  this  part,  the  lessee  shall  obtain  the 
Joint  approval  of  the  Supervisor  and 
the  appropriate  land  management 
agency  for  a  new  or  supplemental  plan 
of  operation  before  commencing  sub¬ 
sequent  well  operations,  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  new  production  facility,  or 
the  alteration  of  an  existing  produc¬ 
tion  facility.  In  an  emergency,  a  lessee 
may  take  action  to  prevent  damage 
without  receiving  the  prior  approval  of 
the  Supervisor,  but.  in  such  cases,  the 
lessee  shall  promptly  report  to  the  Su¬ 
pervisor  the  corrective  actions  taken. 

5.  By  revising  §  270.78  to  read: 

§270.78  Notice  of  intent  and  permit  to 
conduct  exploration  operations. 

(a)  A  permit  to  conduct  exploration 
operations  on  the  leased  lands  or  on 
any  lands  covered  by  a  unit  or  cooper¬ 
ative  agreement,  other  than  casual  use 
activities,  must  be  obtained  by  the 
lessee  from  the  Supervisor  before  the 
operation  is  begim.  Applications  for 
such  permits  shall  be  submitted  under 
a  notice  of  intent. 

(b)  The  notice  of  intent  shall  be  in 
the  form  prescribed  by  the  Supervisor 
and  shall  be  filed,  in  triplicate,  with 


the  Supervisor.  The  notice  of  Intent 
shall  include: 

(1)  The  name  and  address,  including 
zip  code,  of  the  person,  association,  or 
corporation  for  whom  the  operations 
will  be  conducted  and  of  the  person 
who  will  be  in  charge  of  the  actual  ex¬ 
ploration  operations; 

(2)  A  statement  that  the  signers 
agree  that  the  proposed  exploration 
operations  will  be  conducted  pursuant 
to  the  terms  and  conditions  listed  on 
the  approved  notice  of  intent  form; 

(3)  A  brief  description  of  the  type  of 
operations  which  will  be  conducted; 

(4)  The  approximate  dates  of  the 
commencement  and  termination  of 
the  exploration  operations; 

(5)  A  description  of  the  leased  land 
to  be  explored  by  township,  including 
the  Federal  identification  number  of 
the  specific  leases  involved;  and 

(6)  A  map  or  maps,  available  from 
State  or  Federal  sources  and  of  a  scale 
acceptable  to  the  Supervisor,  showing 
the  leased  lands  to  be  entered  and  the 
specific  sites  or  locations  thereon  at 
which  the  proposed  exploration  oper¬ 
ations  will  be  conducted. 

(c)  Within  30  days  after  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  each  such  exploration  oper¬ 
ation,  the  lessee  shaU  furnish  the  Su¬ 
pervisor  with  three  copies  of  all  data 
obtained  as  a  result  of  the  operation 
and  such  other  information  as  the  Su¬ 
pervisor  may  require  to  complete  the 
official  records. 

(d)  The  Supervisor,  within  30  days 
following  the  date  on  which  an  accept¬ 
able  notice  of  intent  to  conduct  explo¬ 
ration  operations  is  filed,  wiU  either 
approve  the  notice  or  advise  the  lessee, 
in  writing,  or  the  reasons  for  the 
delay. 

It  has  been  determined  that  the  revi¬ 
sion  of  Title  30  CFR  Part  270  does  not 
constitute  a  major  Federal  action  sig¬ 
nificantly  affecting  the  quality  of  the 
human  environment  within  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  Section  102(2KC)  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Environment  Policy  Act  of  1969  (83 
Stat.  852). 

Non.— The  Department  of  the  Interior 
has  determined  that  this  document  does  not 
contain  a  major  proposal  requiring  the 
preparation  of  an  Economic  Impact  State¬ 
ment  under  Ehcecutive.  Order  11821  and 
OMB  Circular  A-107. 

Dated:  March  27. 1978. 

Joan  M.  Davenport, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

[FR  Doc.  78-8457  Filed  3-30-78;  8:45  am] 
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